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badminton is also a kind of sport that
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badminton sport is getting better from
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ISF SENDS FEMALE FOOTBALL TEAM TO

BY KATE GRIFFIN

rom the 21* to the 28" of Novem-
Fber 2010, the Indochina Starfish

Foundation (ISF), in partnership
with Sports and Leadership Training
Academy (SALT) and with the support
of the Football Federation of Cambeo-
dian (FFC), has sent a female team to
Singapore to represent the efforts of the
ISF/SALT football program in support-
ing female participation in the game.

The event which is being sup-
ported by UWCSEA East Campus
in Singapore and Barclays Capital 18
designed to raise the profile of female
participation in football in Cambodia
to encourage other young girls to take
up the opportunity to enjoy the sport.
Until 2009 Cambodia had never had
a national female football team. The
goal of this tour is to give females
who enjoy the sport the same op-
portunity as males in the country and
also to break down the social barriers
that teach the children that a woman’s
place is not on the football field.

The tour will see the Cambodian
gitls play a friendly game against the
Singaporean Ul6s National team on
Monday 22 November. The rest of the
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Cambodian female football players under training before leaving for Singapore

week will be filled with games against
many other teams from International
schools in Singapore, including the
hosts UWC East Campus and sight-
seeing for the visiting team. The week
will finish with a 7 a side tournament
on Saturday 27 November.

For many of the travelling girls,
this will be their first (but hopefully
not last!) opportunity to travel outside
Cambodia and to showcase the growing
interest in Cambodian girls in football.
The youngest player, Srey Mom, aged

11 who lives on the fringe of the city’s
rubbish dump in Stung Mean Chey is
part of ISF’s education program that is
giving street working children the op-
portunity to receive an education.

Of the trip she said, "My family,
community and classmates are very
excited that | made the team. I'm go-
ing to do my best to make them all
proud’. Srey Mom had received 1no
formal education before studying at
ISF’s school and dreams of becom-
ing a football coach or a nurse when

SINGAPORE

she completes her education.

The Tndochina Starfish Foundation
(ISF) is an international charity assisting
some of the poorest children in Cambo-
dia through education and sport.

ISF has setup a school in Stung
Mean Chey commune, Phnom Penh
working with children who support
themselves and their families col-
lecting rubbish around the city. ISF
help the children with education,
healthcare and food support parcels
and assist the child in entering or re-
entering the state education system.

ISF also believes every child has the
right to enjoy his or her childhood. In
co-operation with 25 other Cambodian
and International non-governmental or-
ganisations and the Cambodian Football
Federation and SALT Academy Bat-
tambang, ISF has developed a Football
Coaching program to give children the
social and physical benefits of par-
ticipating in organised sport. ISF have
sponsored approximately 2,500 disad-
vantaged or orphaned children training
twice a week with qualified coaches and
participating in regular leagues held from
October to April every year. (SEAW)




